[Vascular ligation for severe obstetrical hemorrhage: review of the literature].
Assess the contribution of vascular ligation in the treatment of severe obstetrical hemorrhage. Method. We reviewed the anatomic and pathophysiological basis of vascular ligation analyzing the technique, results, and indications for this conservative procedure for the severe post-partum hemorrhage. New developments in suture techniques for uterine bleeding are under study. Outcome after uterine artery ligation is good. A stepwise procedure with progressive ligation of the uterine and ovarian arteries is a good solution (100% success). Bilateral ligation of the hypogastrics can provide success in 66% of cases. Vascular ligation can be an alternative between embolization and hysterectomy. Ligation of the bleeding vessels preserves the patient's life and uterus. More than fifty pregnancies have been reported after vascular ligation.